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N. C. SEPTEMBER CORN 
ESTIMATE UNCHANGED 


Based on condition and probable 
yield reports from growers, production 
from the 1956 corn cror is forecast at 
72,853,000 bushels, the same as on 
August 1. If the estimated production 
materializes, it will be the second 
largest of record, exceeded only in 
1950 when production amounted to 
74,184,000 bushels. 

A record yield per acre is indicated 
at 37.0 bushels, three bushels above the 
previous record set in 1955 and 8.4 
bushels above average. 

In all areas outside of the Coastal 
Plains the crop condition and probable 
yield rerorts indicated a decline from 
August 1. These areas consisting of the 
Mountains and Piedmont remained dry to 
very dry throughout most of the month. 
In these areas the decline in probable 
yield was off-set by improved reported 
yield prospects in the Coastal Plains, 
especially the heavy producing central 
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PEANUT CROP FORECAST 
AT 294 MILLION POUNDS 


North Carolina peanut production 
as of September 1 is estimated at 294 
million pounds compared with 204 mil- 
lion pounds in 1955 and 287 mil- 
lion for the 10-year average. ea 
a crop of this size is realized, it 
will be the largest since 1952 when 
slightly more than 300 million pounds 
were produced. 

The crop is mostly good to excellent 
and indications are for a yield of 
1,500 pounds per acre compared with 
last year’s low yield of 1,075 pounds 
and 1,218 pounds for the 10-year aver- 
age. The low yield of 1955 was a re- 
sult of heavy damage brought about by 
hurricanes. 
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FLUE-CURED PRODUCTION 
SHOWS INCREASE, BURLEY DOWH 

Increased prospective yields bring 
the estimated production of flue-cured 
tobacco in north Carolina up to 868,- 
550,000 ‘pounds, an. increase of 21.6 
million pounds over the forecast of a 
month ago. Such a production would be 
short of the record 978,775,0¢9 flue- 
cured poundage for 1955 by only 11.3 
percent instead of the 13.5 percent 
decrease expected as of August 1. 
Based on reports from producers and 

on market’ surveys, current estimated 
flue-cured yields by types are from 25 
to 50 pounds higher than they were a 
month earlier. The expected yield for 
Type 11 is now up to 1,300 pounds, 
Lnabt ‘ier’ Type’ 12 has risen to 1,625 
and Type 13 has increased to 1,600 as 
Continued on Page 2 


COTTON REPORT 
RSvO'r SEPTEMBER“), 21956 


Based upon conditions as of Sept- 
ember 1, the 1956 Tar Heel cotton crop 
is forecast at 340,000 bales of 500 
pounds gross weight. A crop of this 
size, would be, 11,000) balés, or” 3. 1 
percent, less than the 351,000 bales 
harvested last year and 117,000 bales 
less than the 10-year (1945-54) aver- 
age. 

The September 1 lint yield per acre 
is estimated at 363 pounds, compared 
with 350 pounds last year and the 10- 
year average yield of 321 pounds. 

Based upon cotton in cultivation 
July 1 and average abandonment, it is 
estimated that 450,000 acres will be 
harvested this year. Thisis the smal- 
lest cotton acreage harvested since 
records began in 1866. 

Weather conditions during August 
in most of the important Piedmont cot- 
ton producing counties were not vers 

Continued on Page 3 


N. C. CORN (Continued) 

commercial counties. Rainfall in this 
area has been mostly adequate throughout 
the growing season. 


FLUE-CURED TOBACCO (Continued) 


compared with last month’s outlook for 
215 ey F575. and? 1.575. pounds, re- 
spectively. 

Surley tobacco, on the other hand, 
has fared rather adversely. prolonged 
dry weather in many sections of the 
Mountains where this tobacco, Type 3l, 
is grown has brought about considerable 
deterioration of the crop in the areas 
affected. The current estimated aver- 
age yield of 1,800 pounds per acre is 
150 pounds under the forecast for Au- 
gust 1. This would bring the total 
production of burley down to 17, 640, - 
000 pounds, or 5.3 percent under the 
18,620,000 pounds produced last year. 

The following table gives the pre- 
sent estimated acreage, yield, and pro- 
duction of North Carolina tobacco by 
types for 1956: 


227, 000 
282, 000 


868, 550, 000 
17, 640, 00 
886, 190, 000 


Total wu. S. flue-cured production 
is estimated at 1, 297,320,000 pounds, 
or 12.5 percent less than the 1955 
crop of 1,483,045,000 pounds. The 
U. S. Burley crop is expected to amount 
to 485,329,000 pounds or 3.3 percent 
more than the 469,977,000 pounds pro- 
duced last year. 


RECORD SOYBEAN YIELD 
AND PRODUCTION INDICATED 


Based on reports from growers as 
of September 1, soybean production is 
forecast at 8,316,000 bushels -- 64 
percent above 1955. If production 
materializes, it will be a record large 
crop. The indicated record production 
is attributed to a record acreage for 
harvest and a record yield. Indi- 
cations are fora yield of 21.0 bushels 
per acre, compared with 15.5 bushels 
last year and 15.2 bushels for the 10- 
year average. Last year’s yield was 
adversely affected by the hurricanes. 


RECORD CHICK HATCK 
DURING AUGUST 


Commercial hatcheries produced 8,- 
794, 000 chicks during August 1956. 
This was 1,637,000 above the output in 
August last year and more than double 
the 5-year average for the month. The 
number produced during the first 8 
months’ this year totaled 78,589, 000 
compared with 64,190,000 during the 
same months last year -- an increase 
of 22 percent. 

Broiler chick production in August 
which accounts for 93 percent of the 
chicks hatched in August totaled 8,- 
179, 000, compared with 6,866,000 a 
year earlier -- an increase of 19 per- 
cent. The number of broiler chicks 
produced January through August totaled 


68,802,000 compared with 56,197, 000 
during the same months last year -- an 
increase of 22 percent. 

Chicks produced other than for 
broiler production totaled 615,000 
compared with 291,000 in August last 
year. The numberof non-broiler chicks, 


produced January through August total- 
ed 9,787,000 compared with 7,993,000 
during the same month last year -- an 
increase of 23 percent. 


UNITED STATES 


Commercial hatcheries produced 134, - 
327,000 chicks during August compared 
with 111,476,000 during the same month 
in’ 81956. Broiler chick production 
totaled 119,824,000 compared with 98, - 
850,000 in August 1955. Chicks pro- 
duced other than for broiler production 
totaled 14,503,000 compared with 12,- 
626,000 for the same period a year 
earlier. 

The demand for broiler chicks con- 
tinues above that of a year ago and a 
comparatively large hatch of broiler 
chicks in September is in prospect as 
the number of broiler chick eggs in 
incubators on September 1 was 26 per- 
cent more than a year earlier. nNon- 
broiler hatches are now at the low 
point of the year’s cycle. 
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NORTH CAROLINA APPiLE CROP 


Production of apples in North Caro- 
lina for 1956 is estimated as of Sept- 
ember 1 to be 1,500,000 bushels com- 
pared with the 1945-54 average of 1,- 
239,000 bushels. JIndications are that 
the crop is turning out a little better 
than was expected a month earlier. On 
September 1 about one-half of the cur- 
rent crop had been harvested. 


COTTON (continued) 


favorable for cotton. Extended dry 


weather has reduced yield prospects in. 


these counties. Highest yields are 
currently expected in the Coastal Plain 


counties. The crop in this area was 
severely damaged by hurricanes last 
year. 


UNITED STATES 


For the wnited States, the Sept- 
ember forecast of 13,115,000 bales is 
437,000 bales below the August fore- 


cast. The major portion of this de- 
crease occurred in  oOklahoma, Texas, 
Arkansas, Alabama, and Mississippi. 


A wnited States crop of 13,115,000 
bales, if realized, would be 1,606,000 
bales less than the 1955 crop of 14,- 
721,000 bales, =Details of the report, 
by States, follows: 


State 


AUGUST MILK PRODUCTION UP 

Milk production on North Carolina 
farms during August totaled 160 mil- 
lion pounds. Output for August ex- 
ceeded that for the comparable period 
of 1955 by 6 million pounds and the 
1945-54 average by 9 percent. Milk 
production per cow in herds on Sept- 
tember 1 averaged 16.7 pounds compared 
with 16.6 pounds a year earlier and 
14.7 pounds for the 10-year average. 
The percent of milk cows milked on 
September 1 was 69.3 compared with 
71.9 a year ago. 


AUGUST EGG PRODUCTIOS8 

22 PERCENT ABOVE 1955 
Egg production in North Carolina 
during August 1956 is estimated at 127 
million eggs -- 22 percent above the 
August 1955 production of 104 million. 
The number of layers on North Caro- 


lina farms’ during Ausust 1956 was 
placed at 8,501,000, an increase of 
1,087,000 from August 1955. Rate of 


egg production in 
eggs per 100 layers, 
407 a year ago. 


August was 1,491 
compared with 1,- 


Production 2/ 


September 1 Lint Yield Per ducti 
Shane Ye: Condition Harvested Acre 500-Lb. Gross Wt. Bales 


ndi- 
1955 cated 
donment 1956 
after 4 

Thousand Bales 
Ne Cs Sau 351 340 
Saas 2.6 Sie ipl 
Ga. ado 701 § 29 
Tenn, Bee 623 575 
Ala. 36.0 1, 045 730 
Miss. ea | Beis < 1,620 
Mo. 1.9 410 410 
Ark. 2e0 1-663 1 at 
La. 5.9 58 2 ag cB 
Okla. 1139 453 230 
Texas 1229 4,039 3, 400 
N. Mex. 4.3 266 239 
Ariz. 5.6 128 840 
Calif. 3.9 pees 1, 330 
Other 3/ ee 45 


L/ Preliminary. 
2/ Production ginned and to be Bnet. 


OF SsALs 
3/ Virginia. Florida, //llinots, Kansas, 


A 500-/b. bale contains about 480 net pounds 
Kentucky and Nevada. 


UNITED STATES 


ESTIMATED ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS, SEPTEMBER I, 


CROPS UNIT ACREAGE (IN THOUSANDS) YIELD (IN UNITS) 
Average Harvested [ndicated | Average [Indicated Average 
1955 // 1956 1945-54 1955 

Corn, PA Letras e ae ack etelk’s ‘stoitienk axe 43.0 an 084,389 37 241, 536 
Wheat, Winter.. @eeseoseeve2esee08 @ 20.4 873, 690 703, 047 
Wheat, Paid oskeetieel Serie ke ees ee 19.2 1,148, 289 936, 761 
GY En Ayn ater iach ia ie oa ee 32.6 1, 327, 496 1,499, 282 
RAT AV ane Bees 6 os oes hs Pe 28.8 278, 166 400, 295 
Huvi swstekonatevetoretecemetets shots eo cralecic cave Vary] 215558 29,678 
TOBACCO: Flue-Cured........ 1,049.2 990.7 880. 2 1, 270, 897 1, 483, 045 
BUD OV as e'ece-00e.tte 0% 447.0 310.4 311.9 583, 853 469,977 
AULPLYDOS. b.0a cereess (LOB. 11, 12601 1,496.7 1,379.8 2,128,194 2, 195, 788 

ACO Tis renotetetits, ae. ats nic oik s 6 ile wi asf 13, 098 3/14, 721 
Sorghum XA cies s.csae sel sce 6h 141,.334 241, 100 
Irish Potatoes, All 4...... 226, 360 227, 046 
Sweetpotatoes 4/.......csee. 20, 051 20, 946 
Soybeans, Alone All Purposes - ss 
Soybeans, For Beans....ccscee 253, 653 371, 106 
Peanuts, Alone All purposes. - - 
Peanuts, Picked & Threshed.. 1,809,520 1,564,530 
HAVA ee 103, 648 112, 782 
RPA TiC rat ie Ns" so/ace ais eee | 41,315 59,195 
Clover & Timothy _5/... 29,509 24,174 

OSD CHOZ Eat, cisie's so. 0 sien « 6, 354 4,708 
Pascures: CONGILION, +. es «sce. 75 68 
Peaches, BL pose: e's s.o'eje a's 0.5.0 Jaf 66, 989 aZ/ 51, 827 
Apples, Commercial 6/....... 2/105,920 2/106, 234 
Pears, 7.3 Pagel spent aed aan a7 7, 30, 230 as 29, 622 
Grapes, Alal hereeetete eee aie x aoe vice Sas as 906 S77. Speer 
Pecans, AMS emer @9eeeeovoeeeeoeeveek Toe 7198 146, 860 


Revised -- based on 1954 Census and other data. 

yreld per acre in Lbs, -- Production in 500 Lb. gross weight bales. 
Production in bales of 500 pounds gross weight. 

Averages 1949-54, 

Excludes Sweet Clover and Lespedeza Hay. 


NINN 


For some states in certain years production includes some quantities unharvested on account of econo 


Estimates of the commercial crop refer to total production of apples in commercial apple areas of each state. 
mic conditions. 


1956 WITH COMPARISONS 


PRODUCTION (IN THOUSANDS) 
[Indicated 


1956 


3,335, 730 


721, 946 
966, 574 


1,154, 595 


370, 254 
21, 961 


1, 276, 810 


476, 467 


2,029, 023 
=2/ -13, 115 


163, 293 
233, 676 
16, 257 


461, 928 


1, 445, 460 


108, 817 
09, 536 
21,316 

4, 687 
68 


67, 760 
93, 433 
31,311 

2,999 
161, 375 


NORTH 


CAKOLINA 


ESTIMATED ACREAGE, YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS, SEPTEMBER I, 19 


CROPS 


Corn, MES octets aid Oe oc ae oe 
WGA WINECES os ce ote cic there 
CVRUS ara ait couse 00 tole «a ote ott ore 
DET MEY so ferciticts cess sre die oe Peds 
avi abet aftet ante-e0y atn, ane. a’ oat eee Ue va bone a 


DL fae ee. = Se eeee 
YDC- Tl sek ae od ee 
Jigs Ga OR A SEN ra 
Tyre PS 4 va wee Bees 
All Flue-Cured. 
Type 31, Burley.... 


TOBACCO: 


e 
e 
e 
e 


WO OMe cesteiacictetee ct cn ekns tows 
SOMO AG EAIN cate ais st oe a sae 
Irish Potatoes, All 3/....... 
DWeS CLO Gates Ete < le aiex-c oe 


Soybeans, Alone All Purtoses. 
Soybeans, For Beans......,.... 
Peanuts, Alone All Purposes.. 


Peanuts, Picked and Threshed. 


Hay: PPLE, Pe hy ane te Siac othe Wee 
Clover and Timothy 5/.. 
Wala we. 6 ee oS 
WESCECEZA. core. ectinttodle 2 

BAS LULS, BCONGLEION. . tes croveze 6 


Peaches, ALL... cas vecccsnosecs 
Acvples, Commercial 6/........ 


Pears, All. eoeoeeoeoeeoeeeeeteoevee 
Grapes, All. eeeeseeeeeseeeeeeeeee 
Pecans, Aldg eoeeeeteeeeeerPeeeeee 


Improved Varieties... 
Wild & Seedlings..... 


Ge? 
vas 
He 
4/ Averages 1949-54. 
y 


UNIT 


- gross weight 


Average 
1945-54 


Revised -- based on 1954 Census and other data 
Yield per acre in Lbs. -+ Production in 500 Lb. gross weight bales. 
Production in bales of 500 Lb 


Excludes sweetclover and lespedeza hay. 
Estimates of commercial crop refer to total production in commercial apple areas. 
/955 crop almost a complete failure because of spring freeze. 


ACREAGE (IN THOUSANDS) 


Harvested Indicated | Average 
1955-7 


YIELD (IN UNITS) 


Indicated 
1956 


o 


2) 


6 


WITH COMPARISONS 


PRODUCTION (IN THOUSANDS) 


Average 
1945-54 


62,535 
7, 028 
10,964 
1, 106 
271 


871, 285 
306, 828 
438, 150 
107, 702 
852, 680 

18, 605 


ai/ 457 
675 


2, 739 


4, 049 
286, 900 


1, 262 
118 
95 
518 
79 


1, 959- 
1, 239 
133 
2.7 
2,20 
2,004 
249 


1955 


70, 482 
6, 858 

15, 180 
1,652 

324 


997,395 
334, 050 
915, 125 
129, 600 
978, 775 

18,620 


2/ 351 
2, 492 
3, 430 
2, 400 


5, 068 
204, 250 


1, 267 
12 
168 


Indicated 


1956 


72, 853 
9° 027 
19; 120 
2, 183 

406 


366, 085 
295, 100 
458, 250 
115, 200 
846, 975 

17, 640 


3/ 340 
2, 240 
2, 754 
2, 920 


&, 316 
294, 000 


1, 218 
117 
1538 
387 

t2 


840 
1, 500 
64 
1.3 
Ba bs) 
fits 
400 


SORGHUM GRAIN IMPROVED 

production of sorghum grain in North 
Carolina for 1956 is now estimated at 
2,240,000 bushels. This is 80,000 
bushels more than was expected as of 
August 1 and is the result of improved 
yield prospects which now point to an 
average of 28 bushels per acre, the 
same as that for last year. With a 
10 percent smaller acreage, however, 
the production would, of course, be 
reduced by a like proportion from that 
harvested in 1955. 


1956 S¥EETPOTATO PROGUCTION 
EXPECTED SAME AS 1955 


The 1956 sweetpotato production, as 
of September 1, is estimated at 2,- 
520,000 cwt. -- 105 percent of 1955 
but is 9 percent below the 10-year 
average. September 1 condition re- 
ports indicate an average yield of 63 
ewt. per acre which is 4 cwt. better 
than a month earlier and is 4 cwt. 
above the 10-year average. Slight 
improvement in growing conditions re- 
sulted from light to heavy rainfall 
in the central and southern Coastal 
Plains counties during August. 

Acres for harvest are estimated at 
40,000, the same as was harvested in 
1955 although 5,000 acres short of the 
10-year average. 


PRODUCTION FORECAST OF 
SNAP BEANS 


EARLY FALL (East): As of Sept- 
tember 1, North Carolina growers in- 
dicate they expect to harvest 49,000 
bushels of fall snap beans from 700 
acres, with an average yield of 70 
bushels per acre. Such a crop would 
be almost three times last year’s pro- 
duction of 18,000 bushels, which was 
greatly curtailed on account of hur- 
ricanes and heavy rainfall. Because 
of last year’s adverse conditions and 
generally unsatisfactory prices, the 
acreage planted this fall was sharply 
reduced. With good prospective yields, 
however, the acreage intended for 
harvest is 100 more than was harvested 
last year when most of the crop was 
abandoned. 

LATE SUMMER (West): Reports 
from growers as of September 1 indicate 
that they expect to harvest 660,000 
bushels from an estimated 6,000 acres 
for an average yield of 110 bushels 
per acre. This is 28.5 percent below 
the 923, 060 bushels harvested last year 
from 72100 acres and 66,000 bushels 
under average 


PECAN PRODUCTION 


EXPECTED NEAR AVERAGE 

The 1956 pecan production for North 
Carolina is forecast at 2,175,000 
pounds, compared with 350,000 pounds 
in 1955 and 2,254,000 pounds for the 
10-year average. The 1955 crop was 
short due to an early Spring freeze 
and the 1954 crop was well below aver- 
age when considerable damage occurred 
on account of hurricane Hazel. For the 
current production it is estimated 
that 1,775,000 pounds will be from im- 
proved varieties and 400,000 pounds 
will come from seedlings. 


UNITED STATES 


September 1 condition of pecans 
points to a production of 161.4 mil- 
lion pounds in 1956 compared with 146.9 
million pounds in 1955 and the 1945- 
54 average of 137.8 million pounds. 
All of the prospective increase over 
last year’s production is for the crop 
of improved varieties. Indicated pro- 
duction of improved varieties total 
93.9 million pounds compared with 42.4 
million in 1955 and seedlings are esti- 
mated at 67.4 million pounds compared 
with 104.5 million last year. 
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ALL HAY PRODUCTION 
SLIGHTLY LOWER 

Based on condition and yield re- 
ports from growers as of September 1, 
all hay production is forecast at 1,- 
218, 000 tons compared with 1, 238,000 
on August 1, and 1,267,000 tons in 
1955 and 1,262,000 for the 10-year 
average. Production estimates by kinds 
that remained the same as on August 1 
are shown in tons as follows: Alfalfa 


168,000; Clover and Timothy 117,000; 
Soybean 92,000; Peanut 144,000; Grain 
200,000, and other kinds 110,000. The 


lespedeza crop, grown principally in 
the Piedmont section, declined from an 


estimated 407,000 to 387,000 tons 
during the month. This crop has suf- 
fered from prolonged dry soils and 


average yield is indicated at .95 tons 
per acre compared with 1.05 in 1955 
and 1,02 tons for the 1945-54 average. 
Growing conditions. were favorable for 
soybeans and peanuts during the month 
and the current crop yields are ex- 
pected to be above average. 


WEATHER SUMMARY FOR AUGUST, 


August weather in North Carolina 
was typical of mid-summer, consistent- 
ly but not unusually warm with fre- 
quent but quite variable thundershowers 
and light average wind speed. Tropical 
storm Betsy, which was discovered in 
the Caribbean sea on the 10th and pas- 
sed off the North Carolina coast on 
the 16th and 17th, caused some anxiety, 
but never got near enough the main- 
land to affect the weather more than 
very Slightly. A slow moving weather 
front lay in or near the State from 
the 10th through the 15th, and another 
the 24th - 26th, while the only dis- 
tinct cool front of the month crossed 
North Carolina from the northwest on 
the?) 20 the and, t21st. Each of these 
fronts caused some increase in thunder- 
showers over the State. 

The variation from highest to low- 
est temperature during August was less 
than 40 degrees at most North Carolina 


stations, but a few places in the 
southwestern piedmont both exceeded 
100 degrees and dropped below 60. 


Elsewhere in the State the highest 
temperatures of the month were gen- 
erally in the middle or upper nineties. 
The highest temperature noted was 103 
at Wadesboro; this was the only oc- 


1956 


currence as high as 100 at that sta- 
tion, however, while Charlotte and 
Monroe had several 100 degree after- 
noons. On the cool side, the station 
at Banner Elk reported a low of 36 
degrees the morning of the 22nd. wmost 
stations outside the mountains did 
not drop below the middle or upper 
fifties at any time during August. 

Rainfall at the various North Caro- 
lina stations during August ranged 
from less than one inch to more than 
ten inches. [In general, the yountains 


and southwestern Piedmont were the 
driest sections of the State, with 
rainfall totals ranging mostly from 


one to four inches. The wettest sec- 
tion was the northern coast, where the 
Manteo-Nags Head area received around 
ten inches. Since most of the rain 
came in scattered thundershowers, 
there were wet and dry spots in ail 
general sections of the State. Rain- 
fall totals were not a complete in- 
dication of wet or dry conditions; the 
1.31 inch total at the Raleigh-Durham 
Airport was sufficiently well dis- 
tributed to prevent severe drought, 
while 27 days elapsed between the two 
heavy rains that accounted for nine 
of the ten-and-a-half inches that fell 
at Manteo. 


INCHES OF RAINFALL FOR AUGUST, 


See 
seo) 


Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


WF 7 


Charles B. Carney 
State Climatologist 
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FARM REPORT 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
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S. R. -Newel/, Ofrector 
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Crop Reporting Service at Raleigh 
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PRIMARILY FOR DISTRIBUTION TO 

CROP REPORTERS AND AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 
ORIGINAL INFORMATION DIRECT FROM 
FARMERS AND OTHER LOCAL SOURCES 


LENGTH OF FARM WORK DAY 


NORTH CAROLINA: 
Operators.... 


Hired Workers 


UNITED STATES: 
Operators.... 
Hired Workers 


